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(1) SUMMARY OF EXPERTISE

Field of Expertise: Rural Sociologist particularly concerned with gender dynamics in rural areas
and socio-cultural aspects of agricultural and rural development interventions as well as natural
resource management.

Development Competencies:

Thematic: Community needs assessment, women in development, integrating marginalized
sectors of rural population into development programmes, enhancing income generating and
productivity and community based natural resource management.

Technical: Project identification, Rural Diagnostic Surveys and Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA): Social Assessment using qualitative and quantitative methods with PRA
tools.

Current Publications

1. Oyesola, O.B. and J.O. Oladeji (2009): Use of Information Communication Technologies
(ICTs) among Rural Dwellers in Oyo State. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of
Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria, held at Federal University of Technologies,
Minna.

ABSTRACT

The study assessed the use of ICTs among rural dwellers in Ago-Are and Eruwa communities of
Oyo State, where ICTs centres had been established by the International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture. Systematic random sampling technique was used in selecting one hundred and
twenty respondents from every other household in the two communities for the study. Frequency
counts, percentages, chi-square (X?) and Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) were
used in analyzing the data collected. Result revealed that majority of the respondents were
between 26 — 55 years of age, males, Christians, married and had formal education.
Respondents use the following ICTs; radio, telephone, television, computer and video player.
Majority of the respondents had a low level of use of the ICTs. Respondents listed the following
constraints in the use of ICTs; unstable power supply, lack of money, inadequate source of
information, lack of awareness and lack of technical expertise. Rural dwellers sampled had a



favourable perception to the use of the ICTs. Result of analysis on hypotheses shows that
significant relationship exist between age (r = - 0.039, p = 0.000), main occupation (y* =
66.359, p = 0.000), sex (x* 4.489, p = 0.034), educational status (y* = 62.845, p~0.000) and use
of ICTs in the study area. The study also revealed that significant relationship exist between
perception (r = 0.423, p = 0.000) and respondents use of ICTs. It is therefore pertinent that
necessary infrastructures be provided especially steady power supply so as to assist the efforts of
extension agents in communicating improved technologies to rural dwellers in order to reduce
their poverty level.

Keywords: Use, ICTs, Rural dwellers, Constraints, Perception.

1. Oladeji, J.0O. and O.B. Oyesola (2009): Use of Information Communication Technologies
(ICTs) among Private Organization Workers in Oyo-State. Paper presented at the Annual
Conference of Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria, held at Federal University of
Technology, Minna.

ABSTRACT

This study was designed to investigate use of information and communication technologies
(ICTs) among private agricultural organization workers in Oyo State. Data were collected using
structured questionnaires. One hundred and five respondents were randomly sampled for the
study. Frequency counts, percentages, chi-square, PPMC, and ANOVA were used in analyzing
the data. Majority (80.9%) of the respondents were within the age range 26 — 40 years old, a
substantial percentage (76.2%) were male, while 23.8% were female. About 46.7% of the
respondents had at least 1 year of working experience and 57.2% of the respondents had first
degree in various disciplines. Respondents’ age is significantly related to the use of ICTs (r= -0
.097, p < 0.05), while sex (X? = 2.799; p < 0.05), marital status (X* = 0.967; p < 0.05), religion
(X* = 1.168; p < 0.05), years of working experience (X*> = 5.553; p < 0.05), and level of
education (X* = 5.803; p < 0.05) were not significantly related to the use of ICTs. The result
also revealed that selected personal characteristics such as age (r = .202; p < 0.05) and marital
status (X? = 10.717; p < 0.05) are significantly related to their attitude towards use of ICTs
while sex (X? = 1.704; p < 0.05), religion (X? = .245; p < 0.05), years of working experience
(X? = 1.055) and level of education (X* = 5.553) are not significantly related to their attitude
towards use of ICTs. In addition, study revealed that reszpondents “age (r =0.015; p <0.05)was
significantly related to the benefits derived while sex (X = =- 1.437; p < 0.05), marital status
(X* = 6.449; p < 0.05), religion (X* = 0.187; p < 0.05), years of working experience (X* =
7.837; p < 0.05), level of education (X> = 7.553; p < 0.05) are not significantly related to the
benefits derived from the use of ICTs. The recommendations are that there should be provision of



better supply of electricity. Periodic training and continuous retraining of workers in the use of
ICTs should be carried out. Government should create and enforce policies that will bring about
sustainable use of ICTs for agricultural development.

1. Oyesola, O.B. and I.E. Obabire (2010): Farmers Perception of Organic Farming in
selected Local Government Areas of EKiti State Nigeria.

Abstract

The study investigated farmers’ perception of organic farming in selected Local Government
Areas of EKiti State, Nigeria, with the specific objectives of assessing the demographic
characteristics of farmers, identifying the major crops grown by the farmers, assessing farmers’
sources of information on organic farming, examining farmers’ knowledge of organic farming,
as well as assessing farmers’ perception about organic farming. A multi-stage sampling
technique was used to select 160 farmers in the study area. The data collected were analyzed
using frequency counts, percentages and Chi-square. Results obtained show that farmers in the
study area are mostly male with a mean age of 53.8 years, married, and have formal education.
Crops grown by the farmers include: maize, yam, cassava, plantain, vegetables, and tomato.
Farmers’ sources of information on organic farming are radio, extension agents, television,
newspapers, farmers association, fellow farmers, and relatives. Their most preferred sources of
information are Mobile phones and radio. Farmers in the study area have a high knowledge of
organic farming and favourable perception towards organic farming. Results further show that
significant relationships exist between sources of information on organic farming and farmers’
perception of organic farming, as well as knowledge of organic farming and farmers’ perception
of organic farming. These imply that those who have more access to information on organic
farming tend to have a favourable perception towards organic farming than those who have less
access to information on organic farming. In the same vein, the farmers with high knowledge of
organic farming tend to have a favourable perception towards organic farming than those who
have little knowledge of organic farming. Policy recommendations emanating from the study
are: active involvement of youths and women in organic crop production, improvement of
information sources on organic farming, enlightenments on various organic methods of weed,
pest and disease control through the regular sources of information on organic farming, farmers
should be motivated through credit facilities and discouragement of inorganic farming in order to
ensure sustainable production of food, since the farmers have a favourable perception towards
organic farming.

Key words: Knowledge, Perception, Organic farming, Sources of Information

1. Oyesola, O.B. and A.O. Ademola (2010): livelihood in University of Ibadan Social
Laboratory (lleogbo Community of Osun State, Nigeria).



Abstract

Livelihoods are both economic activities (agricultural and non-agricultural) and non-
economic activities that people know, own and undertake to earn income today and into the
future. This study identifies livelihood activities, abilities, and assets in University of Ibadan
social laboratory (Ileogbo community of Osun State, Nigeria). One hundred and eighty
respondents were sampled through multistage sampling technique. Qualitative (In-depth
Interview with Key Informants and Focus Group Discussion) and quantitative (Interview
Schedule) surveys were conducted. Both descriptive and inferential statistics were used in
analyzing the data collected. Result of analysis revealed that 85.8% were within ages 20-50
years, 51.7% were male, 80.1% were married, 54.0% were Muslims, 42.1% completed
secondary school, and 60.2% were farmers. More than average of respondents (58.0%) had had
household size of between 1 - 5, 36.9% travelled out of the community more than once a week,
and 42.6% earned averagely between =N=5,000 - =N=15,000 monthly. Seventy-seven point
three percent of respondents had a low level of livelihood abilities, 80.1% had low level of
access to natural capital, 80.7% had an average level of access to physical capital, 60.2% had
an average level of access to financial capital, 73.9% had a low level of access to human capital,
and 79.0% had a low level of access to social capital. Result of analysis also showed that 66.5%,
55.1% and 72.1% of respondents had low socioeconomic status (poor), access to capital assets,
and level of livelihood activities respectively. Significant relationships exist between livelihood
abilities (r=0.436, p=0.000), capital assets (r=0.194, p=0.027, socioeconomic status (r=0.167,
p=0.028), and livelihood activities of respondents. Twenty-four percent of the level of livelihood
activities of the respondents was accounted for by livelihood abilities (7.0%), capital assets
(0.7%), and socioeconomic status (1.8%). It is therefore concluded that livelihood abilities
contribute more to livelihood activities than access to capital assets and socioeconomic status.
More so, socioeconomic status is directly proportional to livelihood activities. It is recommended
that provision of technical, and vocational education, as well as capacity building should be
provided by government and non-governmental agencies in lleogbo, Osun State.

Keywords: Livelihood activities, Socio-economic status, Livelihood abilities, Capital assets

1. Oyesola, O.B. (2010): Effect of Capital Assets on Livelihood Diversification of Rural
Households in Oyo State, Nigeria.

Abstract

Capital assets are the resources upon which individuals draw to build their livelihoods.
People must combine their capital endowments in order to make a living, thus, it is possible that
the more capital assets households are endowed with, the more they diversify into different
livelihood activities. Capital assets have been classified into natural, social, human physical and



financial. This study determined the effects of capital assets on livelihood diversification of rural
households in Oyo State, Nigeria. One hundred and eighty respondents were sampled through
multistage sampling technique. Test re-test method of reliability was used with a reliability
coefficient of 0.88. Interview Schedule was conducted to obtain data for the study. Both
descriptive and influential statistics were used in analyzing the data collected. Majority (72.5%)
of respondents was within the age bracket of 41-60, 84.9% were males, 80.0% of the respondents
were married, 73.9% had household sizes between 4-6, 89.4% of respondents were religious,
72.2% were educated, and 85.0% were primarily farmers. The average monthly income of
respondents was N9,895, with more than half (58.9%) of them having a monthly income range of
N5,000 — N15,000. Sixty one point one percent (61.1%) and 75.6% were averagely endowed
with natural capital and social capital respectively. Fourty seven point two (47.2%), 41.1% and
52.8% had low level of physical capital, financial capital and human capital respectively.
However, 45.7% had low level of capital assets and 68.3% diversified into two or more
livelihood activities. At a significance level of 0.05, levels of natural capital (p=0.015), social
capital (p=0.022), human capital (p=0.000), physical capital (p=-0.032), and capital assets
(p=0.007) had significant relationship with livelihood diversification. On the other hand, there
was no significant relationship between level of financial capital (p=0.065) and livelihood
diversification. It is therefore concluded that capital assets determine the number of rural
activities rural household diversify into and the level of diversification. Government,
development agencies and communities need to concertedly work to increase the capital
endowments of rural households in order to achieve sustainable rural development.

Keywords: Livelihood, Livelihood diversification, and Capital assets

1. Oyesola, O.B. and T.S. Kadiri (2010): Effect of Rural-Urban Interactions on Socio-
Economic Status of Rural Dwellers in Oyo State, Nigeria.

ABSTRACT

Rural-urban interaction is the linkage across space and sector, involving rural and urban areas
in terms of flow of people, goods, money, information and participation in activities that saddle
the two areas. The linkages have proven beneficial for poverty alleviation as well as national
economic growth. This study examines the effects of rural-urban interaction on socio-economic
status of rural dwellers in Oyo State, Nigeria. Multistage sampling technique was used to select
180 respondents for the study. Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics.
Results of analysis reveals that majority of the respondents’ are between the ages of 31 — 50
years (63.9%), male (81.1%), married (83.3%) and had between 1 —5 children (53.9%), while
81.7% had formal of education and Muslims (61.1%). Spatial interaction of the respondents
include flow of cash (60.0%), commodity flow (54.4%), flow of people (51.7%) and flow of
information (58.3%), while sectoral interaction of respondents include Okada riding, motor
mechanic, hair barbing and dressing and petty trading among many others. Major livelihood
activities of the respondents are crop farming (73.3%) and livestock rearing (57.2%). More than



half of the respondents are of poor socio-economic status (51.7%). Significant relationship exist
between respondents educational attainment (y* = 27.151, P = 0.007), level of interaction (r =
0.245, p = 0.001), and socio-economic status. It is therefore being concluded that rural-urban
interactions have effect on socio-economic status of rural dwellers in the study area. Policy
makers and development workers should exploit the role of rural-urban interaction to bring
about sustainable livelihood in the present changing perspective of extension system in Nigeria.

Keywords: Rural-Urban Interaction, Livelihood Activities, Socio-Economic
Status,



